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Schade Greek Winery... a history lesson
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A number of news stories have been reported over the past
several months regarding the Schade Creek Winery proposed at
1230 Warrior Lane just south of the Waukee Public Library.

Wineries are a fairly new phenomenon in the state of Iowa
over the past several years and are still relatively rare within
municipalities. Unfortunately, most local zoning ordinances are
not sophisticated enough to take into account wineries as a spe-
cific use.

The Schade Creek Winery is located on property that has a
current zoning of A-1 Agricultural District which is reserved pri-
marily for agriculture and usual agricultural buildings.

City staff certainly agree that the growing of grapes on the
property falls within the realms of an agricultural use, however,
the stumbling block has been as it relates to the operation of the
winery and in particular patrons coming to the property to taste,
purchase and enjoy the wine that is produced from the grapes
being grown on the property.

City staff met with Mr. Schade earlier this year to share our
concerns relative to the zoning ordinance and proceeded with the
process of revising the zoning ordinance to create some stan-
dards and provisions for the use of A-1 Agricultural District
property as a winery.

Changes to the zoning ordinance require consideration and a
recommendation from the City’s Planning and Zoning
Commission prior to consideration by the Waukee City Council.
The Planning and Zoning Commission is made up of citizens of
the community appointed by the Mayor and affirmed by the City
Council.

The Planning and Zoning Commission worked on revisions
to allow for a winery over a number of meetings and eventually
were able to make a positive recommendation to the Waukee
City Council which would allow for a winery within an A-1 zon-
ing district.

In order for a revision to the zoning ordinance to be approved
following a recommendation from the Planning and Zoning
Commission, a public hearing must be held and the proposed
changes must be approved by a favorable vote of the City
Council on three separate considerations.

The Waukee City Council voted in favor of the proposed
revisions to the zoning ordinance to create provisions for a win-
ery during the first consideration of the ordinance change but
only on the basis that several concerns and questions that they
had, be addressed prior to moving forward with the second and
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Waukee Christmas Drive under way

The annual Waukee Christmas Drive will be held again this
year. It should be noted that this is sponsored by the employees
of the Waukee Police Department and is not officially sponsored
by the City of Waukee therefore is not a City fund.

The Waukee Christmas Drive is a coordinated project to
obtain food and gifts for families in need in our school district.
The cash donations are used to purchase additional items to “fill
in” on food or gifts.

Only new, unwrapped toys will be accepted. No clothing
will be accepted. Paper products such as paper towels, toilet tis-
sue, hand soap, laundry aids or cleaning products are greatly
appreciated.

The food and above items should be delivered to the Waukee
Food Pantry at Westview Church.

We also have an ‘adoption’ program. Families are ‘adopted’
either by a family, organization or business. They buy and wrap
the gifts from a list provided then deliver the items to the Police
Department for distribution with the food.

We had a great response to this program last year and hope to
again this year.

We anticipate the needs will be greater this year due to finan-
cial hardships so we can use all the help we can get. Last year
we assisted 89 families to include 204 children. We expect this
number to be even greater this year.

Donations will be taken at the Waukee Police Department
now through Dec. 18 (monetary donations are taken year round).
We ask that those wanting to make a monetary donation to make
checks payable to ‘Waukee Christmas Fund.’

PLEASE NOTE: Any families needing assistance MUST
CALL IN by Dec. 4 and this date will be strictly adhered to.
Please call Ann at 978-4016 or the Waukee Police Department at
987-1073 (8-5 Mon-Fri).

Text-A-Tip

This is a new program available to help you in assisting us
fight crime. By using your cell phone you can text a message
with any tip or information that may help us solve crimes occur-
ring to the police at (515) 490-2190.

You will remain private and anonymous as there is no caller
ID.

Safe Winter Driving

With winter weather approaching and the likelihood of snow
at any time, there are several winter safety tips we would like to
pass along.

Before driving your vehicle make sure all windows are
cleaned off-not just a small hole to look out of. With slick roads
allow yourself a little extra time to get to your destination and
increase the distance between yourself and the car ahead of you.

With a lot of traffic at intersections they will be extremely
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Little Ninjas

This program is for 4-6 year olds and teaches the basic fun-
damentals of Taeckwondo and Karate in a developmentally
appropriate format to suit young children. The class will focus
on building self-respect, self-discipline, coordination of mind
and body, and coordination.

The instructor Dickey Renshi has been teaching the martial
arts for over 25 years and is an early childhood elementary
school teacher. He is also 3 time martial arts hall of fame
inductee.

Class length is 30 min. Cost is $35 per session. Sessions are
ongoing throughout the year.

Location: Waukee Elementary Commons
Time: 6:00 — 6:30 PM

Dates: Wednesday Evenings

Session #2: November 18 — January 20

Taekwondo

This art of self-defense is beneficial in improving health, bal-
ance and flexibility. The class will provide a fun action packed
learning environment teaching students developmental exercises
for both mind and body.

This class teaches self-discipline, dealing with bullies and
how to listen and follow directions in a group setting. The
instructor Dickey Renshi has been teaching the martial arts for
over 25 years and is an elementary school teacher. Also 3 time
martial arts hall of fame inductee.

For ages 7 and up. Class length is 60 min. Cost $40 per ses-
sion. Sessions are ongoing throughout the year.

Location: Waukee Elementary Commons
Time: 6:30 — 7:30 PM

Dates: Wednesday Evenings

Session #2: November 18 — January 20
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Yard Waste Pick-Up

Yard waste will be picked up through Monday, Nov. 30.
Yard waste materials will be put into biodegradable bags or
reusable containers and set at the curb.

Branches need to be bundled no longer than 4 feet and not to

final considerations.

Unfortunately, the concerns were not addressed to the satis-
faction of the City Council and the zoning ordinance revision
was voted down upon the second consideration.

Municipalities are required by the State of lowa Code to have
a Board of Adjustment. The Board of Adjustment is made up of
citizens of the community which are appointed by the Mayor
and affirmed by the City Council. The role of the Board of
Adjustment is very specific in that they are meant to hear and
decide on issues of interpretation, special exceptions and vari-
ances from the provisions of the current zoning ordinance. The
Board is not designed to revise or change provisions within the
zoning ordinance which is the role of the Planning and Zoning
Commission and City Council.

Following the City Council’s action to not approve the
changes to the zoning ordinance to allow for a winery, Mr.
Schade appealed to the Board of Adjustment based upon his
feeling that the City Staff wrongly interpreted the provisions of
the zoning ordinance and in fact the existing language of the
ordinance did allow for a winery including the production and
sale of wine on property within an agricultural zoning district.

The Board of Adjustment initially heard the appeal and
agreed with Mr. Schade that the language within the existing
zoning ordinance does allow for the production of wine on agri-
cultural zoned land but does not allow for sale of the wine on the
property.

Following the Board’s initial decision, the Board met to
reconsider the original ruling regarding sales on two separate
occasions, initially allowing for retail sales and then more
recently recending that ruling and going back to the original rul-
ing that the existing zoning ordinance did not allow for sales of
wine on agricultural property.

The majority of the Board stated that they felt the original
interpretation of staff as it related to sales of wine was correct
and that the Board was not in a position to change the ordinance
but rather were only allowed to interpret the existing language.

So, where do we go from here?

Staff, along with the Planning and Zoning Commission and
City Council seem very interested in further exploring options
for allowing this type of use on Mr. Schade’s property. However,
it will be imperative that the city staff, Planning and Zoning
Commission, City Council and Mr. Schade himself communi-
cate and work together to come up with an ordinance that not
only benefits the property and Mr. Schade’s business but also
protects the long term interests of the citizens of Waukee.

slick. If you approach those in a manner you would in the sum-
mer months you are likely to slide through the intersection and
hit someone or be hit.

The main safety tip for all seasons is to slow down, drive the
speed limit, buckle yourself and your children in, use common
sense and drive defensively.

Snow Ordinance

Citizens should keep alert of the weather conditions and
snow advisories so you can determine if your vehicle should be
removed from the street. Snow crews are out early. By leaving
your vehicle on the street it could hamper snow removal.

You will want to listen to radio/local TV, as they will be noti-
fied of the snow ordinance being put into effect. By paying
attention to weather conditions you can avoid a citation for park-
ing during the ordinance.

In some cases vehicles will be towed at the owners expense.
No one shall leave vehicles parked on the street, alley or city
owned off-street parking during snow emergencies unless snow
has been removed and snow has ceased to fall.

Notice: Fines are $25 for snow ordinance violations.

Special Alert

Within Waukee there are numerous bodies of water that are
very inviting to children. We ask parents to please tell your chil-
dren not to play on these bodies of water even though it may
look frozen. It very well may not be.

We also ask all citizens to watch for children playing on or
around these bodies of water. Please call the Police Department
at 987-1073 or Central Dispatch at 993-4567 and we will talk
with the children.

Parking for Special Occasions

With holiday parties and family gatherings, special permis-
sion for parking will usually be granted if the Police Department
is notified in advance of your plans. We do ask that after the per-
mission is given you keep your guests parked on only one side
of the street so emergency vehicles can get through.

Special Traffic Enforcement Program

The Waukee Police Department participates in the Special
Traffic Enforcement Program through the Governor’s Traffic
Safety Bureau.
Special enforcement will be conducted from November 23rd
through November 29th to help keep all driver’s and passengers
safe during the Thanksgiving holiday season.

Happy Thanksgiving

The Chief, Officers and staff of the Waukee Police
Department would like to wish all Waukee citizens to have a
Happy Thanksgiving holiday.

Red Cross Babysitting Clinic

Receive your babysitting certificate in time for Thanksgiving
and Winter Break. The Waukee Parks and Recreation
Department is sponsoring an American Red Cross Babysitting
Certification.

Participants must be 11 years old and need to bring a sack
lunch.
Min/Max: 8/10
Fee: $55 (includes babysitting kit)
Location: Community Center $445 Maple St.)
Date: Saturday, November 215
Time: 9 AM to 4 PM

Winterfest 2009

Santa Claus is coming to Waukee! Come visit Santa and tell
him what you want for Christmas. Enjoy FREE horse drawn
carriage rides and watch the ice sculpting demonstration.

Also, stop by the Community Center to warm up with hot
soup, hot cocoa, hot cider, and cookies!
When: Friday, December 4th
Where: Triangle Park
Time: 6:00 — 8:00 P.M.

Holiday Lights Tour

Enjoy a relaxing evening gazing at the surrounding area hol-
iday lights with a tour sponsored by the Waukee Parks and
Recreation. We will leave the Waukee Community Center at 6
p-m. and arrive back home around 8 p.m.

For more details and registration information please contact
the Waukee Parks and Recreation office at 978-0006. Pre — reg-
istration is required.

Min/Max: 20/50
Fee: Adults - $10 (Kids are free with paid adult)
Date: Wednesday, December 16th

exceed 50 pounds. Please do not use your 96- or 64-gallon trash
carts for yard waste.

Holiday Garbage Pick-Up
If your regular garbage pick up day is Thursday, Nov. 26
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Although I am basically a hot-weather lover, with the arrival
of fall comes one of my favorite annual events — when my hus-
band lights our wood stove for the first time. The pop and crack-
le of the fire, the cheery flames, and the cozy warmth inevitably
entice me to curl up on the couch with a good book and a cup of
tea in a celebration of fall’s arrival.

The library’s fireplace is another comfy spot to cuddle up
and read — come in and enjoy!

November Holiday Closings
Wednesday, Nov. 11 — Closed for Veteran’s Day
Thursday, Nov. 26 — Closed for Thanksgiving
Friday, Nov. 27 — Closed for Thanksgiving
The library will be open regular hours Saturday and Sunday,
Nov. 28 and 29.

Author Visit

Waukee’s own Jan Blazanin, the author of “Fairest of Them
AllL” will read from her book, discuss the writing process, and
answer questions 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 19. Books will be avail-
able for purchase, and light refreshments will be served.

Fall Book Discussion Series

Fall book discussion series continues with the book “Fairest
of Them All” by Jan Blazanin 1 and 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17.
Remember, Jan will be here at the library Thursday, Nov. 19.

Refreshments are provided. New participants are always
welcome. The Dec. 15 book, “A Christmas Carol” by Charles
Dickens, may be picked up at the November discussion, or at the
circulation desk.

Film Movement Club

Film Movement presents award-wining independent and for-
eign films. Join us for this new program as we watch the film,
discuss it, and enjoy free popcorn.

Films will be shown monthly on Thursday nights at 6:30
p-m. Films are non-rated and are recommended for adults and
mature teens.

Nov. 12: “Somers Town.” This five-star movie revolves
around two teens (one of whom is a runaway) who form a
friendship as they attempt to keep hidden from one teen’s father.
Working odd jobs, vying for the attention of a beautiful French
waitress, and keeping the runaway’s presence a secret make this
UK-produced comedy winner of the “best new British feature”
award.

Festival of Trees

Waukee Public Library Foundation is hosting the third annu-
al Festival of Trees as a fund-raiser to purchase library materi-
als. Seven- and 4.5-foot pre-lit trees and 2-foot pre-lit wreaths
are available for individuals and businesses to purchase and dec-
orate in the theme of your choice.

All trees and wreaths will be displayed in your library
Thursday, Dec. 3, through Monday, Dec. 14, during which time
you may donate a dollar to vote for your favorite tree. The win-
ner will be announced Tuesday, Dec. 15.

The trees and wreaths will be lit 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3,
before the 6:45 p.m. storytime. Refreshments will be served,
and voting for your favorite trees will begin.

For more information about purchasing a tree or wreath,
please call the library at 987-1280, or Cheryl Goodall at 988-
4567.

November Children’s Programs

Storytime for children ages 3-6 to read-aloud stories, songs,
rhymes, and crafts 10:15-11 a.m. every Tuesday and Wednesday
morning.

Toddlertime for children up to 3 years of age (with a caregiv-
er) for songs, fingerplays, and read-aloud stories, followed by
playtime 9:45-10:30 and 10:45-11:30 every Thursday and
Friday morning.

Pajama Time family storytime for kids of all ages to wear
their jammies and bring their teddies for stories with Miss Diana
6:45 p.m. Thursday evenings.

November Teens and Tweens Programs

Make a difference with the Teen Advisory Board, where you
can plan teen programs, participate in fund-raisers for the
library, volunteer and have fund 4-5 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9 and
23.

If you like manga or anime, the Manga Club meets 3:30-5
p-m. Tuesday, Nov. 3.

Teen Thursday programs 3:30 p.m. the first and third
Thursdays of each month. Nov. 5: Duct tape stuft; Nov. 19: open
gaming unplugged.

November Library Calendar

3 Storytime, 10:15 a.m.
Manga Club, 3:30 p.m.
WPL Friends & Foundation, 7 p.m.

4  Storytime, 10:15 a.m.

Teen Movie, 1:30 p.m.

5  Toddlertime, 9:45 & 10:45
Teens, Duct Tape Stuff, 3:30 p.m.
Pajama Time Stories, 6:45 p.m.
Toddlertime, 9:45 & 10:45
Teen Advisory Board, 4 p.m.

0 Storytime, 10:15 a.m.

WPL Board, 7 p.m.

11 CLOSED for Veteran’s Day

12 Toddlertime, 9:45 & 10:45 a.m.
Pajama Time Stories, 6:45 p.m.
Film, Somer’s Town, 6:30 p.m.

13 Toddlertime, 9:45 & 10:45 a.m.

17 Storytime, 10:15 a.m.

Book Discussion, “Fairest of Them All”, 1 & 7 p.m.

18 Storytime, 10:15 a.m.

Early Out Movie, 1:30 p.m.

19 Toddlertime, 9:45 & 10:45 a.m.
Teens, Gaming Unplugged, 3:30 p.m.
Pajama Time Stories, 6:45 p.m.
Author Visit, Jan Blazanin, 7 p.m.

20 Toddlertime, 9:45 & 10:45 a.m.

23 Teen Advisory Board, 4 p.m.

26 CLOSED for Thanksgiving

27 CLOSED for Thanksgiving
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Community Center Activities

Exercise will take place from 9:30-10 a.m. every day
except for: Friday, Nov. 6, and Wednesday, Nov. 25 and
Thursday, Nov. 26.

Congregate meals are served every Tuesday & Thursday
at 11:30 a.m.

Friday, Nov. 6 is the Senior Pot Luck at noon with
Program/Business meeting following.

Crafts will take place every Monday during the month of
November at 1 p.m.

White Elephant Bingo will take place on Wednesday, Nov.
11 at 1 p.m.

Triad will not take place in November due to the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Any questions, please call 987-8390.

(Thanksgiving Day), or Friday, Nov. 27, Thursday pick-up will
be on Friday and Friday pick-up will be Saturday.

For the Christmas and New Year’s Day holidays, Thursday
pick-up will still be Thursday and Friday pick-up will be
Saturday.
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