
WAUKEE: STILL THE KEY TO GOOD LIVING 
 by Darlene Stanton
 This year marks my eighth year of service on the Waukee City Council – and it also marks my last. My husband and I are 
packing up the wagon and heading west – to Seattle, where our younger daughter and her family live. We’re sad to say 
goodbye to the many friends and great experiences that we have had in Waukee, but we’re happy to be leaving this city in 
such good hands: the hands of its friendly, civic-minded residents and hard-working city officials.
 One of my first Waukee experiences remains one of my favorites: door-knocking. For me, door-knocking is a great way to 
take the pulse of the community – and what I’ve found each time I’ve gone out over the past eight years has been a strong, 
energetic heartbeat. One of the best things about Waukee is our residents. We are a growing and increasingly diverse town, 
drawing strength from our multi-generation Waukee families and from our newcomers. I love the many opportunities, 
large and small, that we find to gather as a community: whether shopping at the grocery store or mailing a package at the 
post office, listening to live music at the Triangle or taking the kids to one of our city parks, or joining together for city-wide 
events like National Night Out or Waukee Fest. Our residents give Waukee its friendly, small-town feel – but they also make us a 
growing community with a vital future.
 If our residents are the heart of our community, our city employees and elected representatives are its nerves and muscles. 
Over the past eight years, what has impressed me most is our city employees and representatives’ commitment to keep their 
focus on serving the community. Our city philosophy is to be accessible – to have a city manager who answers the phone when 
residents call with questions, and to have city council members who keep in touch with constituents by phone and email. 
From the City Manager and Staff, Community Development, the Public Safety and Public Works teams, along with Parks and 
Recreation, Waukee’s people keep their vision focused on what will be good for the citizens of Waukee, today and tomorrow.
 Waukee’s 2008 Comprehensive Plan reaffirmed that “the key to good living” remains our best vision statement, because it 
“embodies in one phrase the current quality of life and the future aspirations sought by the citizens of Waukee”. For the past eight 
years, Waukee has indeed been the’ key to good living’ for Jerry and me – and I am confident that it will remain the ‘key to good 
living’ for its citizens for years to come.
 It has been my pleasure serving you from June 2003 to October 18, 2011 – and, thank you for trusting me to be your 
voice in city government.  I love Waukee and will miss our great community, however, as many of you with family nearby, the 
heartstrings of family are a powerful calling – and, we are moving to Seattle to follow our hearts. 
 My life is coming full circle – from my birth in Juneau, Alaska, to Seattle, Heidelberg, Germany, Chicago, Clive and then 
‘Waukee – The Key to Good Living.’   Next stop….Seattle!  Yes, Life is Good and a great adventure!

 
LIVE

For more information, please visit www.waukee.org.

WORK PLAY BUILD VISIT CITY
October’s Important
Dates and Meetings
•	 CITY	COUNCIL:		Monday, October 10 and 24; 5:30 p.m.
•	 PLANNING	&	ZONING:	Tuesday, October 11 and 25;  
 6 p.m.
•	 UTILITIES	MEETING:	Tuesday, October 18; 6 p.m.
•	 PARK	BOARD:		Thursday, October 6 and 20; 6 p.m.
•	 WAUKEE	PUBLIC	LIBRARY	BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES:	
					Tuesday, October 11; 6:30 p.m.
•	 BEGGAR’S	NIGHT:		Sunday, October 30; 6–8p.m. 
•	 CANDIDATE	FORUM		Tuesday, October 4; 5–8p.m. 
•	 HAUNTED	HOUSE:		Friday, October 28; 7–10p.m.  and
 Saturday, October 29; 7–10p.m. at Centennial Park

October 2011 
Maple Street Community 
Center Activities
•  EXERCISE will take place from 9:00–9:30 a.m. every day 
 except for the following: Friday, October 7
•  CONGREGATE meals are served every Tuesday and Thursday 
 at 11:30 a.m.
•  SENIOR POT LUCK  is Friday, October 7 at 12 noon 
 with Program/Business meeting following
•  WHITE ELEPHANT BINGO will take place on   
 Wednesday, October 11 at 1 p.m.
•  TRIAD will take place on Wednesday, October 26 
 at 12 noon
•  Any QUESTIONS please call 987-8390

Mark Your Calendar –
Save The Date!
 Friends of the Waukee Public Library Book Sale will be held 
Saturday, October 1 from 8:30 a.m.–3:00p.m.  A wide variety 
of books, videos and baked goods will be available.  Proceeds 
benefit the library.  Donations of gently used books may be 
dropped off during regular library open hours.  Please do not 
donate books that are in poor condition, textbooks more than 
3 years old or encyclopedias; they do not sell.

For more information, please visit www.waukee.org.

WAUKEE FEST 2011: GREAT SUCCESS!
 The City of Waukee and the Waukee Fest Planning Committee would like to thank all the citizens, sponsors, local businesses 
and vendors, and community groups that made it down to the Waukee Triangle for Waukee Fest 2011. It was a great day to 
meet neighbors, learn about community organizations, and showcase the businesses in Waukee. In addition, the Waukee 
Fest Planning Committee would like to thank the generous sponsors of this year’s event: Silver: Waste Management 
(Parade Sponsor), Dallas County Hospital, Mercy West Lakes, and Mercy Medical Clinic (Main stage sponsor), and The Iowa 
Orthodontics Solution (Community Tent Sponsor). Bronze Sponsors included: A&W Electric, Josephs Jewelers, Atlantic 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Brick Gentry Law, and Allstate Gutter and Siding. Sponsors for the event included: Point of 
Grace Church, Knapp Properties, Syrvet, Peoples Trust & Savings Bank, Shottenkirk Chevrolet, RJ Lawn Care, Hoisington 
Koegler, Waukee Auto Wash, Joan 
of Art, Veenstra & Kimm, and 
Donor Waukee Hardware. 
 Waukee Firefighter’s Association 
would like to thank their booth 
sponsors that included Kum & Go 
(350 SE University in Waukee), 
Pepsi, West Lakes Hy-Vee, and 
Atlantic Bottling Company. 
 A recap of Waukee Fest 2011 can 
be found at www.waukee.org. 

FALL SIGN-UP FOR PARKS & RECREATION
Little Ninjas (Session #1:  October 5–November 9)
This early childhood program is for 4–6 year olds and teaches the basic fundamentals of Taekwondo and Karate in a developmentally appropriate format to suit young children.  The class 
will focus on building proper use of martial arts, self-respect, self-discipline, coordination of mind and body. Instructor Dickey Renshi has been teaching the martial arts for over 25 years 
and is an early childhood elementary school teacher.  He is also 3 time Martial Arts Hall of Fame inductee. Class length is 30 min. Cost is $35 per session.  Sessions are ongoing throughout 
the year on Wednesday evenings.  Min/Max: 8/20. Location:  Waukee Public Works Facility. Time:  6:00–6:30p.m.
Taekwondo/Karate (Session #1:  October 5–November 9)
This program is for ages 6 to Adult and teaches the disciplines of Taekwondo and Karate.  The class will focus on life protection techniques, building self-respect, self-discipline and 
coordination of mind and body. Instructor Dickey Renshi has been teaching the martial arts for over 25 years and is an early childhood elementary school teacher.  He is also 3 time martial 
arts hall of fame inductee. Class length is 60 min. Cost is $40 per session.  Sessions are ongoing throughout the year on Wednesday evenings.  Min/Max: 8/20. Location:  Waukee Public 
Works Facility. Time:  6:30–7:30p.m.
Kiddie Kamp (Tuesdays – October 4, 11, 18, 25)
Come join Waukee Parks and Recreation Department for Kiddie Kamp where kids will learn songs, read stories, make crafts, play games, and meet new friends. Each class will consist of 
a different activity lead by a certified Elementary Education teacher.  This program is open to kids ages 2-3 and we ask that a parent or guardian stay to enjoy the fun!  Pre-registration is 
required. Location: Public Works Office (805 University Ave.).  Min/Max: 5/10. Time: 10:00–11:00a.m.
Kiddie College (Tuesdays – October 4, 11, 18, 25)
At each themed Kiddie College class there will be a variety of activities that include playing games, reading stories, arts and crafts and meeting new friends.  This program is open to kids 
ages 4–5.  Students must be potty-trained!  Location:  Public Works Office (805 University Ave.).  Min/Max: 5/10. Time:  5:30–6:15p.m. 
Science Center of Iowa Trip (Friday, October 21)
Join Waukee Parks and Recreation for an afternoon off from school at the Science Center of Iowa.  Students will enjoy exploring the many exciting exhibits at the science center as well 
as a live show!  We will leave from the Waukee Public Works Office (805 University Ave.) around 12:00 noon and return around 4:00 PM.  Pre-registration is required.  Min/Max: 5/12 
Grades: 2 – 4.  Time: Noon–4:00p.m.
Haunted House 2011
The Waukee Park Board will be sponsoring a Haunted House at the Centennial Park Enclosed Shelter house on both Friday, October 28th & Saturday, October 29th.  Enter if you dare, but 
be prepared to be scared.  This Haunted House is not suggested for young children.  Time:  7–10p.m.   Cost $5
Adult Coed Indoor Volleyball League
Waukee Parks and Recreation will be offering one indoor coed volleyball season running from November 13– February 19 on Sunday afternoons at the Waukee Middle School.  We will 
have 1 league and it will be split into a “B” division and a “C” division.  Bring your children and take advantage of the babysitting service for $1 per child.  For registration information please 
contact the Waukee Parks and Recreation Department at 978-0007.

YOU ARE INVITED!
 The Waukee Police Department will be handing out Halloween bags, starting Monday, October 10, with police-related safety 
tips and other items to young children.  We are open from 8a.m.–5p.m., Monday–Friday. We look forward to seeing you.
BEGGARS NIGHT
 Beggars Night will be held on Sunday, October 30 from 6:00p.m. to 8:00p.m.  Parents are reminded to instruct their 
children in proper safety.  Reflective materials are a great idea and confining trick or treating to households you are familiar 
with is an even better idea.  Only go to houses with their front porch light on.  Additionally, small children should always 
have an adult chaperon and older children need to be instructed as to responsible behavior.  So have fun and happy trick or 
treating!!
 Helpful safety tips:
	 •	 Walk,	slither	and	sneak	on	the	sidewalks,	not	in	the	street.
	 •	 Before	crossing	the	street,	look	both	ways	for	cars,	trucks	and	low	flying	brooms.	Cross	only	at	corners.
	 •	 Do	not	hide	behind	or	cross	the	street	between	parked	cars.
	 •	 Put	reflective	tape	on	bikes,	skateboards,	brooms	and	clothing	so	you	are	more	visible	to	motorists.
	 •	 Plan	your	route	and	share	it	with	your	family.					•		Carry	a	flashlight	to	light	your	way.
	 •	 Keep	away	from	open	fires	and	candles.	Costumes	can	be	extremely	flammable.
	 •	 Visit	homes	that	have	the	porch	light	on.	 				•		Be	cautious	of	animals	and	strangers.
	 •	 Accept	your	treats	at	the	door	and	never	go	into	a	stranger’s	house.
	 •	 Use	face	paint	rather	than	masks	or	things	that	will	cover	your	eyes.
	 •	 Have	a	grown-up	inspect	your	treats	before	eating	and	do	not	eat	candy	if	the	package	is	already	open.		
  Small, hard pieces of candy can be a choking hazard for young children.
 REMEMBER:  Taking a little time to be safe can make all the difference in the world.



PLAY BUILD VISIT CITY

For more information, please visit www.waukee.org.

OCTOBER IS FIRE PREVENTION MONTH
 We look forward to celebrating with you at our Fall Pancake Event on Saturday, October 15!
FALL FIRE SAFETY TIPS
 As summer turns to fall, it’s a good idea to refresh your memory on fall fire safety tips. 
Some safety tips are the same regardless of the time of year, but many safety concerns are 
seasonal, particularly those that involve keeping your home warm. 
TIME CHANGES MEAN BATTERY CHANGES
 Get into the habit of changing the batteries in your smoke detectors and carbon 
monoxide detectors every fall and spring when changing the clocks for Daylight Savings 
Time. It is also a good idea to make it standard procedure in your household to verify that all 
fire extinguishers are fully charged and in working order when you adjust the clocks each 
season.
HOME HEATING TIPS
 No matter what type of device you use to heat your home, making sure your heating 
devices and/or systems are in good working order is an important part of learning some fall 
fire safety tips. Many things can go wrong with heating equipment during the spring and 
summer months. Verify that everything you need to keep your home warm throughout fall 
and winter is in good working order before you experience the first cold snap of the season.
CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEM SAFETY TIPS
	 •	 Get	your	central	heating	system	cleaned,	inspected	and	serviced	by	a	certified	
  HVAC (heating, venting and air conditioning) contractor every year before using it.
	 •	 If	you	have	a	gas	heater,	make	sure	that	you	have	a	sufficient	quantity	of	
  fully functioning carbon monoxide detectors installed in your home.
SPACE HEATER SAFETY TIPS
	 •	 Make	sure	that	any	space	heaters	are	surrounded	by	at	least	three	feet	of	empty	space.
	 •	 Never	place	clothing	or	any	other	objects	on	a	space	heater	to	dry.
	 •	 Do	not	place	space	heaters	near	furniture	or	drapery.
	 •	 Turn	space	heaters	off	when	you	leave	the	house	or	go	to	bed.
	 •	 Avoid	storing	any	combustible	items	near	heaters.

FIREPLACE SAFETY TIPS
•	 Get	your	chimney	inspected	and	cleaned	each	year	to	make	sure	that	it	is	safe.	
•	 Repair	any	cracks	in	fireplaces.	
•	 Use	fireplace	screens	to	keep	sparks	and	fire	debris	inside	the	fireplace.	
•	 Do	not	ever	use	gasoline	to	start	a	fire	in	the	fireplace.	
•	 Never	leave	a	fire	unattended.	
•	 Make	sure	that	combustible	materials	are	not	stored	within	three	feet	of	your	fireplace.	
•	 For	natural	gas	fireplaces,	get	all	connections	and	lines	inspected	before	use	each	season.	
•	 Remember	that	outdoor	fireplaces	can	be	just	as	dangerous	as	indoor	units
  and observe all safety precautions when using them.
THE PROPER WAY TO DISPOSE OF FIREPLACE AND WOOD-STOVE ASHES: 
1. Do not discard your ashes into any combustible container like a paper or plastic bag, a 
cardboard box, or a plastic trash can.
2. Make sure the fire is completely out before leaving the house or going to bed.
3. When a fire is ceasing, leave it alone and do not remove any ashes that accumulate until 
they have cooled when a gray color prevails in the ashes and when heat does not emanate 
from the ashes. The cooling process for ashes should take between 10-15 hours. Once the 
ashes	have	cooled,	use	a	metal	scoop	and	bucket	to	remove	them	from	the	fireplace.	Using	
metal objects is another safety precaution in case there are any hot ashes wremaining 
in the fireplace that you did not notice. After ashes have cooled in a metal container, it is 
necessary to find a suitable disposal site. Never dump fireplace ashes until they have had at 
least four days to cool. 
4. If you are not sure whether all the ashes in the bucket have cooled completely, you can 
also add some water to the bucket to douse any remaining hot spots.
5. Do not ever store the ashes inside your house or garage. Keep them at least six (6) feet 
away from anything that burns including your deck or house. These ashes can smolder for 
hours and possibly days after they may appear to be out; and, in addition to the danger of 
an unintentional fire, they can emit deadly fumes. 
6. When the ashes have been disposed of properly, clean and sweep out your fireplace. It is 
ready to be used another time.

Waukee Walks – 1K!
Join your community leaders, businesses, neighbors, 
churches, schools and local government for the Start 
Somewhere Walk – Waukee Walks 1K on October 7. This 
community	event	is	the	kick-off	for	a	state-wide	initiative	
to raise health awareness and promote healthy lifestyles.  
 Where: Centennial Park 
 What: 1K Start Somewhere Walk – Waukee Walks Event
 When: October 7 at Noon 
 What you can do: Join us at Centennial Park or designate your own 1K path. 
We hope to encourage everyone in the State of Iowa to walk 1K at the same time! 
 For more info: go to www.Iowahealthieststate.com or follow Waukee Walks on 
Facebook!  http://www.facebook.com/waukeewalks1K  


